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WEATHER

The week was warm and mild. Only light

precipitation occurred the first half of the week.

Temperatures averaged from one degree above normal in

the east up to five degrees .above in the west.

GENERAL

Row crop harvest was nearing completion in many

parts of the State, according to the Nebraska Agricultural

Statistics Service. Harvest was in full swing across the State

with excellent harvesting weather. An average of 6.2 days

were suitable for fieldwork. Many farmers were doing fall

tillage operations or fencing harvested fields for grazing

after completing their harvest. The sugar beet harvest

continued in the Panhandle with brief interruptions from

light rains. Chinch bug populations were reported to be
extremely high for this time of year in some eastern
counties.

Topsoil moisture was 79% short and 21%

adequate. Subsoil moisture was 86% short and 14%

adequate. Last year, topsoil moisture was 78% short and

22% adequate, while subsoil moisture was 82% short and

18% adequate.

CROPS

Corn harvest was 80% complete compared with

77% last year and 65% average. Many eastern growers

CROPS (Cont.)

reported field losses were surprisingly low considering the
amount of corn borer damage to stalks. Harvest was most
advanced in the east and least advanced in the west and

southwest. Some northern growers preferred to let their

corn dry down more before combining.

Sorghum harvest was 90% complete compared with
84% in 1989 and 75% average. Producers were able to

pick up most of the crop that was knocked down by recent

high winds. Harvesting was least advanced in the
southwest.

Soybean harvest was nearly complete at 98%

compared with 93% last year and 84% average. Only
scattered fields remain to be harvested.

Winter wheat condition was 8% poor, 38% fair,

52% good, and 2% excellent. The crop's growth was slow

due to cool weather but last week's warmer days helped it
catch up to normal in some areas. Light rain helped the

crop in some areas but good rains are needed statewide.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range conditions were 12% very poor,
37% poor, 38% fair, and 13% good. Most cattle were in

harvested fields or winter pastures. Many others were

receiving supplemental feedings. Calves, yearlings, and

culls were moving to market in the western part of the
State.
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